The Cross of Christ

• Gal. 6:14 Glorying the cross – Glory here means center of life
and faith - 14 ”But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world hath been crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.”
• The centrality of the cross was the center of the Apostle
Paul’s mind because it had been the central thing of the mind
of Christ – Mk. 8:31,32 He must suffer many things, John 8:30 this
was the hour for which He had come into the world, Matt. 26:26-29 He
gave His memorial, to eat bread and drink the fruit of the vine, eat flesh
and drink blood, thus He wanted to be remember not for His birth, or life,
or even resurrection but for His death, Like 19:10 He came to seek and
save the lost. As Paul states in I Cor. 15:3,4 “that Christ died for our
sins according to scripture…

The Cross of Christ

• P.T. Forsythe wrote, “ Christ is to us just what His cross is, all
that Christ was in heaven and on earth was put into what HE
had done there, Christ, I repeat is to us just is just what His
cross is, you do not understand Christ, until you understand
His cross”
• The cross was an object of shame and humiliation - The cross
was the tool of the state to kill people, to execute them. The cross was not
used for everybody, but was used to kill particular people for a particular
reason with a particular purpose, and it created fear in the population.
Everyone saw it. It was a very public way to kill someone, and was
designed to create terror among the people. It was designed to shame the
person who died, shame them, their family, and their friends.

The Cross of Christ

• Do we glory in the cross as Paul did? Indeed, there Is no other way for acceptance
or forgiveness except through the cross.
• So, ask yourself this question – how can I, a lost and guilty sinner, stand before a
just and holy God? We cannot enter into that presence with our own morality
• We can be accepted because Jesus became the curse and died for us Gal.
3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us; for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
• It is through Jesus that God pursued us – Rom. 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by
his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath [of God] through him.
• 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, shall we be saved by his life;
• The way of the cross is also the daily emphasis for us as well. Go back to Gal.
6:14• There are 3 crucifixions there – Jesus’ crucifixion, the crucifixion of the world.
And our crucifixion.
• Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ, Gal. 5:24 those who are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh... This is what Jesus meant when He said, “ come take up your cross and follow me, Matt.
16:24

The Cross of Christ

• Bonhoeffer, killed by the Nazis in April 1945 said in one of his books, “
When Christ calls a man, He bids him to die”
• This daily walk is trivialized, just the surface on Sunday or Wednesday
is enough. There must be a transformation so radical that only death
and resurrection can be the images compared to.
• I Cor. 2:1-5 Paul brought the word of God undiluted by man’s wisdom
– we all should heed that. 1 And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.
• 2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.
• See also, I Cor. 1:21 though the preaching of the Gospel not man’s wisdom – the
foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of man. He does not forbid us to use our
minds I Cor. 14:20, don’t be babes but men in using your minds.

The Cross of Christ
• So, the preaching of God begins with the Testimony of God –
His words, His Spirit revealed to the Apostles and Prophets
• The sermons that are recorded in Acts focused on Jesus and
His death – the focus then is on His saving act of substitution
for us.
• What about the Apostles focus?
• Acts 2:14-39, 3:12-26, 4:8-12, 5:29-32, 10:34-43, 13:16-31, 14:1517, 17:2,3, 20:28 , 28:23-31
• Acts 11:19-23 shows that many turned to the Lord –They
were not converted to the church nor did they obey the
Gospel – they obeyed the Lord

The Cross of Christ

• Because of His sinlessness He was able with one sacrifice obtain eternal
redemption and an eternal covenant.
• Jesus holds the keys to death and Hades Rev. 1:18, and He freed us Rev. 1:5-6
• The cross is the central point in history – all things either lead to it or point back
to it

• The cry from the cross
• There had been brightness at midnight at His birth and there was darkness at
noon at His death. See II Cor. 5:21, Gal. 3:13
• The darkness probably symbolized the spiritual darkness of becoming the lamb of
God who takes away sin. I John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard

from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
• 9th hour (3pm) My God… Ps. 22:1 notice Jesus calls the Father, my God not Father
– this an affirmation of faith – out of darkness – this is forsakenness. God was
reconciling the world to Himself
• Almost immediately the 3 calls – I thirst, it is finished, Father into thy hands I commit my
spirit
• 3 truths – sin is horrible, God’s love is wonderful, salvation was bought

